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RN o M. XIII. 4. 
He is the Miniſter of GO D, to thee for Good. 


H E main Deſign of the Apoſtle in the firſt half of this Chap- 
ter is to teach the Duty of Subjects, and to preſs the Practice 
thereof, 

Their Duty in general he declares to be SubjeFion ; that 
is, both Submiſſian to the Authority of their Goyernours, and 
Obedience to their Laws; Fer. 1. Let every Soul be ſubjeF unto the 
Higher: Powers, | | 

And the Reaſons or Motives whereby in that, and in the following 
Verſes, he enforces this Duty are chiefly Two; (both which are alſo in- 
timated in the Text) Vix. 1, The Divine Inſtitution of Magiſtracy; He 
z the Miniſter of God; and, 2, The gracious Defign of its Inſtitution ; 


for Good; He ig the Miniſter of God, to thee for Good, Both which Points 


I ſhall therefore now in Order ſpeak to; and the Confideration of them 
both may ſerve as well to ſoggeſt to the Magiſtrate his Duty, as to bind 
Subjects to theirs ; and likewiſe for ſeveral other good Purpoſes, ſome of 
which I Thall note as I go along. | 
I, One thing here declar'd, is the Divine Inſtitution of Magiftracy ; 
He is the Miniſter of God; which Words do import Two Things; 1. That 
ic is of God, or by Divine Appointment, that ſome do bear Rule over o- 
thers; And, 2. That the Authority exercis'd by the Magiſtrate is a Ray 
or Portion of the Divine Authority, communicated to him, and entruſted 
with him by God. * 
I. That it is of God, or by Weine Af 
Rule over others. * > Je 
I do not ſay that the parcel Fe Fr; Jo 
tion, ſpecially preſcribed by Go to affirm that it was 
always fo even in Judea it ſelf; and-mttfhIEGGMar it has been ordinarily 
ſo, in any other Nation. | C 
Neither do I ſay that the Perſon bearing the Office of Magiſtracy i: 
al ways of Divine Deſignation and Appointment ; or that he is nominated 
to his Office by God; and that no Perſon, not ſo defign'd or nominated 


Wat, that ſome do bear 


ent is, in every Na- 


may lawfully bear it. For the Titles and Claims to Government have 


been various; Of ſeveral of the ene leder and Kings the Title wa: 
ut of the firſt Kings that 


indeed ſuch a ſpecial Divine Appointmènt; 
ever were in the World, the Title was, moſt probably, only their Pa 


ternal Right to rule and govern their own Children and Deſcendants 
And in other Countries, and in latter Times, of ſome the Title has bee 


Election 
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Election, and of others Hereditary L.. And of all the Kings now 
reigning in the World, and claiming to do fo by Hereditary Succeſſion, 
there ix not perhaps any One whoſe Title was not originally founded in 
Election or Conqueſt. Tis moſt reaſonable therefore now that in every 
Place that ſhould be taken to be the moſt rightfal Government which is 
eftabliſh'd ; the Powers that be are ordained of God, and that the beſt 
Title to Government which has prevail'd by Preſcription, or is ſetled by 
the Conſtitution: And whoever in any Place, ſhould now ſer up himſelf 
upon any other Title, would be but a Piſturber of the Peace of the World; 
would be the Author of much Confuſion, and might jultly be treated as 
an Enemy to his Country. ve ef - 

I do not, | ſay therefore, affirm either that the Form of Government 
in every Place, is, or ought to be, of Divine Preſcription; or that the 
Perſon exercifing the ſame is always of Divine Deſignation, any otherwiſe 
than as all Changes and Revolutions in Government arebrought about by 
the Working or Permiffion or the Divine Providence: lu which Senſe the 
Plalmift ſays, that God © the Judge, he putteth down One, aud fetteth 
up another ; PVS. 7. and the Prophet Daniel, that the moſt High ruleth 
in the Kingdom of Men, and giveth it to homſoe ver be wif ; and that 
he removeth Kings and ſetteth up Kings : Dan. 4. 1) 2. 22. and the 
Prophet Jeremy, that God had given (among other Lands) the Land 
of Tudea into the Hani of Nebuchadnezar the King of Babylon his Ser- 
vant, Fer. 26.6. becauſe in his Providence he had permitted him, tho 
without any juſt Title rherero, to make a Conquelt thereof. 

Bur whatever the Form of Government be, that, whether by Divine 
Appointment, or by Conſent or Conſtitution, is receiv'd and Eſtabliſhed 
in any Country; and wherher the Perſon who was the Adminiftration of 
the fame be (in any other Senſe than only Providentially) of: Divine De- 
ſignation, or nor; what 1 ſay, and affirm, is, that the Government it 
ſelf, which he exerciſes and adminiſters, is of Divine Inſtitut ion; that is, 
that it is the Wilt of God that ſome ſhould bear Rule, and that others 
ſhoald be in Subjection; and that they which bear Rule. ſhould enact 
Laus for the Preſervation of Juſtice and Peace among their Subjects, and 
duly execute the Laws made for that Purpoſe: In which Two Things, the 
whole Power and Exerciſe of Sovereignty do conſiſt. 

And that Magiſtracy it ſelf is thus of Divine Inſtitution, is the leaſt, I 
think, that can be under ſtood ro be meant in thoſe Words of Solomon, 


Prov. 8. 15, By me Kings reign, and Princes decree Fuſtice ; Or by thoſe 


of the Apoſtle at the firſt Verſe of this Chapter; There # no Power but of 
God; the Power; that be are ord#ined of God, Or by St. Peter, 1 Epilt. 


42. 13- Submit your ſelves to every ordinance of Man, for the Lord's ſake, 
whether it be to the King, as ſupreme, or unto Governours, as unto them 


that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, and for the 
Praiſe of them that do well. But, 


II. When the Magiſtrate is called here the Minifter of God; the Mean- 


Jing, I ſuppoſe, is, more than this, viz. not only that the Office it (cl. 


A 2 


15 


7 nation from them, And if it be the Soveign Power of all which accord- 
7 ing to the Conſtitution, he is, by Vertue ot ſuck Election, choſen to, be- 
) ing poſſeſs d of that, he has no Superior but God; he has none above him 
I upon Earth, to queſtion, cenſure or puniſh him; and whoſoever reſiſtet/ 
) the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God. | 
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is by Divine Appointment or Inſtitution; but alſo, that the Authority by 
which the Magiſtrate acts, and the Power which he exerciſes in the Exe- 
cution of his Office, is a Ray or Portion ot the Divine Authority aud 
Power, deriv'd to him from, and communicated to him by, God, 

For the Apoſtle here ſays, He is a Miniſter, that is, a Servant; and if 
Servant to another, then, plainly, not is own Maſter ; and if not Ma- 
ſter of himſelf, much leſs can he be, in his own Right, Maſter of ano- 
ther. The Authority therefore by which he Acts, the Power which he cx- 
erciſes in the Governmeat of his Subjects are not, properly, his.own, are 
not natural or eſſential to his Perſon, are not inherently in himſelf; but 
muſt be deriv'd to him from that Superior Being who has Authority over 
both him and his Subjets ; who can Commiſſion him to bear Rule over 
them, and ean lay it as a Duty upon them to be Subject to him. | 

And ſo it follows in the Text; He is the Miniſter (or the Servant ) of 
God. And it muſt needs be ſo; If he be any Body's Servant, it mult be 
God's; For twould be abſurd to ſay, that he is their Servant over whom 
he bears Rule; becauſe that would be in Effect to ſay, that it is all one to 
command, and to obey ; to have Power over, and to be ſubject to. 

I do not indeed deny but that, according to the Conſtitution of ſame 
Countries, the Magiſtrate, even the Higheſt Magiſtrate of all, may be 
choſen to his Office by the People. Tis plainly ſo in all Elective Kingdoms, 
where the Supreme humane Power is plac'd in One nominated had nol 
more Right to it than any other Man, and who (according to the Con · | 
ſtitution of the Country) could not lawfally have been put into the Pol- ou 
ſeſſion of it any other way: But neverrheleſs I ſay, that even in this 
Caſe, tho' the People name the Perſon, they don't give him his Autho- 
rity ; They chuſe the Officer, but whep that's done, he is God's Officer 
not theirs ; He i the Miniſter of Gad, not the Servant of the People , 
He has his Commiſſion and Authority from God, tho' he had his Nomi-f 


And in this there is no Incongruity or Abſurdity at all; It ſhould not 
therefore, meethinks, be ſo ſtrange to any, as ſome ſeem to think it 
that the Sovereign Power upon Earth ſhould be ſabje& only ro God, ant 
nor be accountable to the People; nor even altho' he became at firſt poſ 
ſeſs d of ſuch Power only by their Suffrage, or by their voluntary Accep 
tance of him; and much leſs if he came to it by any other Title: Eſpefl. 
cially, there being Inſtances of the like Nature conrinually before ou 
Eyes; I mean, wherein the Officer has his Nomination from Oae, an 
receives his Authority from another; and is accountable for the Exel 
Ciſe of his Power, not to thoſe that choſe him, but to ſome Power Su 
perior both to him and them, from whom, after he was choſen, he bat 
his Authority to act. ; 5 7 

Fo 


r 


ay be, in ſome others; they are empower'd by their Charters, or claim 
Preſcription to chuſe their own Major, or other chief Magiſtrate; but 


t their Governour, And in Caſe he ſhould mif behave himſelf in his 
Ace ; he is not a:countable ro thoſe that choſe him to ir, but to the 
UEEN, by whoſe Commiſſion he acted in it. They indeed may com- 
ain of him, or bear witneſs againſt him; but it belongs to that Superior 


| on over ( Superior both to him and them) from whom he had his Autho- 
over 7 te judge, whether he hid miſ-behave himſelf or not; and, if he did, 
3 inflict on him a proper Puniſhment. | 


) of ſtoliczl Times; They were choſen Emperors by the Army, or the Se- 
re; but the Digaity they were choſe to was Imperial; their Power, 
nſequently, was Sovereign, And therefore, To them, as inveſted with 
ch Authority, the Apoſtle, here in this Chapter, declares it to be the 
ty of every other Perſon, (not excepting tho Electors themſelves ) to 
ſubject ; (Ver. 1.) Let every Soul be Subject to the Higher Powers. OC 
em, in Poſſeſſion of the Imperiat-Dignity, he ſpeaks, when he ſays, 
er. 2.) There u no Power but of God; the Powers that be are ordain- 
2 of God, Againſt them, being inveſted with Sovereign Authority, he de- 
res it to be unlawful for the Subjects to make Reſiſtance, and denounces 
amuation to ſuch as dare to do it. With Regard to them, ( for it muſt 
ve been with a ſpecial Regard co the Emperor then reigning, whether 
was Claudius or Nero, both of them very bad ones.) He lays, M ho- 
ver reſiſteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God; And, laſtly, 


12 as of one of them, that he ſavs here in the Text, He i the Miniſter of 
Op i; thar is, he Acts by a Divine Commiſſion ; and the Power which he 
_— pularly exerciſes is delegated to him by God. 


cart give to another. 
For Inſtance: The Supreme Magiſtrate has (by the Conſent of all) 
Power of Life and Death; He bears :be Sword, the Apoſtle here ſays; 
er. 4.) and he bears it, he farther ſays, wor in vain; He may there- 
e warrantably make uſe of ir, as there is Occaſion, to cut off Evil 
rs: But now I ſay thie Power can't be given to him by the People, 
re ouffauſe 'ris what they themſelves have not, For no Man, as a private 
a, has Power over his Brother's Life; but he would be a Murderer, 
puld he, of his own Head, kill even a Malefactor: Nay, no Man has 
er Silver of his own Lite, not even in thoſe Caſes wherein the Magiſtrate 
che Allowance of all) has Power over it: For a priyate Man * 
„ e e 4 . 


— 


For thus it is with us, in all Corporations that have Charters, and, it 


hen he is choſen. tis from the QUE E N, that he has his Authority; 
d after he is plac d in his Office, he is not their Servant that choſe him, 


Nay this was in Truth the very Caſe of the Roman Emperors, in the A- | 


And ãt mult needs be ſo, The ſupreme Magiſtrate muſt have his Power 1 
m God ; becauſe he can have it no other Way; For that it is not ori-) 
ally and effentially in himſelf, has been already ſnewn; and that he) 
t have it from the People is evident, becauſe it is ſuch a Power as the) 
ople never had, nor could have; and what they have not themſelves, Y 


| : 6 
be Felv de fe, ſhonld he, tho immediately after he had Murder'd ano 
ther, and for that very Reaſon roo, kill himfelf; And yet when” this 
| Crime, his having Murder'd another, is confeſs'd in Court, or full 

| prov'd againſt him before the Magiſtrate, it may with much better Rex 

| ſon be doubted whether the Magiſtrate can lawfully pardon him, ( Got 
| | himfelf having ſaid, whoſo ſpealleth Man's Blood, by Man ſpall his Blood 


| be ſhea ) Gen 9. 6. than whether he may lawfully condema him to ſuf: 
| the Death he has deſerved, 2 
And as this Authority could not be granted to Magiſtrates, by ſing] 
Men (no man'fingly having Power over his on or another's Liſe,) f 


in a Body, or as in Company, come to have a greater Power, than v 
mong them all the while they were ſingle 77 
„ Belides ; This Poſition, that the Sovereign Power of the Supre 
Magiſtrate ts derived to him from the Aggregate Body of the People, « 
by their Grant or Conceſſion; as it is directly contrary to What the Ah 
here affirms, Vix That there is no Power but of God; fo it is plain| 
2 grounded upon a Suppoſttion that 17 Falſe in Fact; Viz. that there we 
a great Number of Men living together upon the Earth before the firſt 
ſtirution of Civil Government; which whole Maltitude had then by N 
1 tural Right, the ſame Power over ſingle Men, which is now exercis'd 
the Magiſtrate, | 
This indeed might poffibly have been true, in Caſe this Multitude hi 


* 


8 * 


God ac one and the fame Time: But it can't be true upon Suppoſition th 
HP { they all deſcended from the fame firſt Parents. Adam and Eve; for ith 
ing ſo, no Man, except only the firit Man of all, ever came iato t 
= World, but he was naturally, at the very inſtant of his Birth, in a 88 
of Subjection to ſome other Men: No Man, ſince the firſt, was ever, p 
perly ſpeaking, Free-born, For in his Natural Gapacity, he was bor 
V Subject to his own Parents, and in his Political Capacity to the King, 
a other Chief Governour of that Kingdom or State of which, at his Bir 
4 he became a Member. The People could not therefore give to any VM 
that Authority over either themſelves or others which they themlſe| 
never had; They could not give to another what was not their own 
give; they could not give to one Man what another Man was then in 
Lawful Poſſeſſion of. Thus, I hope, it appears, that Government i: 
Divine Inſticution, and that the Authority of thoſe thar are plac'd in 
vernment is from God; Both which I ſuppoſe, were meent by the A 
in theſe Word. He it the Miniſter of God. 
5 D And from this Truth, thefe tollowing Things may frirly be inferr 
A | any — 1. Thar it ought to be a main Part of the Magiſtrate's Care ( indeec 
a 
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| D neither could it be granted by the Community [For how ſhould they 
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F ſprung together out of the Larth; or if they had been all Created 
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d ano Divinity, and nothing more, to ck general, that the Magiſtrate, e- 
n thi ven the Sovereign Power of all, being a SubjeR of God, being (as the 
full Apoſtle here ſays) the Miniſter, or the Servant, of God, being put in 
t Reuß Truſt by God, and acting in whatever he does, as a Magitltrate, in God's 
(Co Name, and by his Commiſſion ought, in the whole Adminiſtration of 
d Bl0ok his High Office, to have an Eye to God's Glory, and conſequently to pro. 
o fuffeſſſvide, the beſt he can, by wholſome Laws, and a due and prudent Execu- 
tion of them, for the perpetual Eſtabliſhment of the true Religion, and 
for the well Inſtructing of all his Subjects therein; for the Zncourage- 
ent of Piety and Vertue, and for the effectual Suppreſſion of all Propha- 
Wenels, Vice and Immörality. For of the King, as Supreme, as well ag 
of ſubordinate Governours and Magiſtrates, the Apoſtle ſays, that they 
are ſent by God, for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, and for the Praiſe 


uprenf them that do well, 1 Pet. 2. 14. 

ple, "ff 2. If che Magiſtrate be rhe Mintſter, or the Servant of God, then He 
Apo/W.s well as his People, is ſubject to another Power, even to the Great God 
plain Heaven and Earth, by whom Kings reign, and who is King of Kings, 


end Lord of Lords, Prov. 8. 15. 1 Tim. 6.15. Then He, no leſs than 
hey muſt; expect to be call'd ro Account for all the Talents his Great 
aſter was pleas'd to catrult him with; And that he may be able to give 
comfortable Account thereof, it ought to be his Endeavour (as / is moſt 
ertainly his Duty) to employ all his Authority and Power for thoſe good 
arpoſes for which they wer given to him by God, that is, to protect his 
dubjects from Violence and Injury, to maintain Religion aud Juſtice, and 


"ow 1 preſerve Peace among Men. 
or it i For altho' he be not ( the Higheſt Power of all moſt certainly is not) 
ato t 


cconntable ro any upon Earth ; becauſe there is none upon Earth Su- 
derior to him; ( and none can be accountable for what they do to any but 


r, Mito ſuch as have Power ever them, to queſtion, to control, to puniſh them) 
$ bord et, with Regard to God, he is upon che ſame Level with the meaneſt of 
ding, ſis Subjects; He is under the ame Obligation in Duty, ( He is under a 
1s Bin ronger Obligation in Gratitude ) to behave himſelf well in h Station, 
ny ut they are undor to do the ſame in thezes; and therefore, if he be 


viling in what is requir'd of him, muſt look for no more Mercy from God, 
he righteous Judge of all, than will be aftorded to others of interior Rank 
hat are alike guilty. 1 


cnt i By this Argument the Apoſtle exhorts Maſters to diſcharge faichfully 
d in Ie Duties that are laid upon them, with Relation to their Servahts; 
gb. 6. 9. Te Maſters, to the ſame things unto your Servants— HA i 


at your Mafter alſs is in Heaven, neither 1s there Refyet of Perſons 


fferrW::þ him, And his Argument is of the fame Force to eogage all other 
1CeedWiocriors to the like Care; for as the Maſter has a Maſter in Heaven, fo 
g: the Judge a Judge, the Ruler a Ruler, the King himſelf a King. And, 
hs we are told in Fob 34. 19.) God accepteth not the Perſons of Princes, 
Ir regardeth the Rich more than the Poor; for they are all the Work 
ies Wl = Hands, Therefore rake Heed what ye ds, ſaid Jehoſaphat, in his 
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Charge to his Judges, for ye judge not for Man but for the Lord — and 
there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, nor Reſpect of Perſons, 2 
Chron. 19 6, 7. 

3. If the Magiſtrate be the Minifer of God acting by his Commiſſion, 
and exerciſing a delegared Authority under bim, then it muſt need be 
the Duty of Subjects, (a Branch of that Duty which they owe to God 
| himſelf ) to yield Obedience to all thoſe Laws and Confticurions of their 
| earthly Governoers, which they, not exceeding the Powers granted them 
Le! y their Commſſion,Jſhall in their Wiſdom think fit to enact, for the 

ieſervation of Juſtice, and Peace, and good Order among their Sub- 

wb jedts; chat is, they are to obey them in wharſoever they command that 
is not contrary to the divine Law ; For I know no other Bounds or Re. 

ſtraints ſer to the Sovereign Magiſtrate's Authority, But that. If indeed 

He commands what God has forbidden, or forbids what God has com- 
manded, he takes upon him to do more than he has Authority for ; and 

in that Caſe, we ought to obey God rather than Men: As 5. 29. But in 

all other Caſes, the Laws of the State are to be punctually obey'd, tho 

we ſce not the Reaſon of hem; nay tho' they ſhould appear to us not 

ſo well conſulted, nor ſo prudently contrived as they mighr have been 

And this, not only to eſcape the Penalty of the Law, but alſo out d 
Conſcience towards God. Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Man 

for the Lord's ſake, ſays St. Peter: And ye muſt needs be ſubject, not onl 

for Wrath, but alſs for Conſcience ſake, 1 Pet, 2. 13. ſays our Apeſti 

| at the 37 Verſe of this Chapter. And upon this Ground it is, that i 
| Tit, 3. 1. he lays it as a Duty upon all Preachers of the Goſpel to be vers. 
earneſt and frequent in preſſing this Point upon their Hearers. Put thenſo ti 
in Mind, (ys he, to be ſubje& to Principalities and Powers, and to on 
Magiſtrates. nd 

Nay tho? the Laws ot our Earthly Governours ſhould, in ſome Inf: 
ances, be contrary to the Divine Laws (upon which Suppoſition the Mavez 
gilirate does certainly exceed the Bounds of his Commiſſion) yet this doe g 
not void their Authority; They are the Mini ſter of God for all this; q; 
elſe there were none that were fo, there were none that could be call d 
when the Apoſtle wrote this Epiſtle; and there is a Duty lying on Sul 
jects, even in this Caſe ; wiz, not to oppoſe, nor to reſiſt the Power; b. 
quietly and patienly to ſuffer the Penalty of thoſe Laws which they can 
without Sinning againſt God, yield an active Obedience to. MWhoſoev! 
refeſtetk the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance of God, ſays our Apoſtle, a 
they that reſiſt ſhall receive to themſelves Damnation. And, thu a 
another Apoſile, is thank worthy, if a Man for Conſcience towards G. 
endure Grief, ſufſering wrongfully. 1 Pet. 2. 19. 

4+ Laſtly ; If the Civil Magiſtrate be the Miniſter of God, that is, Ming 
he ads by a Divine Commiſſion, and all the Authority he has over otheFoly 
be derived from God; then even his Authority, tho' he be the highFarig 
of alt earchly Powers, is not abſolute and unlimited; then he can act wif 1 
Authority, no farther, nor otherwiſe, than as he is warranted to do What 
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| | 9 
and his Commiſſion ; And then alſo, the ſame God, the Sovereign Lord of 
„ 2 (ll, who has granted him a Commiſion for one Purpoſe, may grant ano- 
her Commiſſion to another Perſon, for another Purpoſe. 
ion, I mean plainly this; (which is not only a Suppoſition of what might 
q be e, but is alſo true in Fact) God has given the Civil Magiſtrate Com- 
God niſſion and Authority to govern well all the People committed to his 
heir charge, to enact and execute all needſul Laws for the Preſervation of Ju- 
hem tice and Peace among his Subjects; nay and to him alſo appertains to 
the rovide for the Eſtabliſnment of the true Religion, and for the regular 
Sub · Nxerciſe thereof; and God has alſo arm'd him with the Power ot the 
that word, to cut off Evil Doers of all Sorts; thar is, not only thoſe who 
- Re-ſWnvade the Civil Rights of others, but likewiſe ſuch as turn Religion 
deer Rebellion, and Faith into Faction; And from ſubjeRion to this Au- 
com · Nhority of the Cilvil Magiſtrate, or Supreme, Legiſlative Power, no Order 
; and{ſÞt Men whatſoever is exempt : He is Supreme in all cauſes, and over all 


ut iner on:; Let every Soul, ſays the Apoſile, be ſubje# to the Higher Pow- 
tho, Bur it is ner within the Commiſhon of the Civil Magiſtrate, as 
is noch, to Baptize, to Preach the Goſpel, to ſerve at the Alter, to Excom- 
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nunicate, to Abſolve, and to Miniſter in holy things, The Power of 
performing theſe ſacrad Offices is granted by another Commiſion, and 
o another Order of Men; and they have their Authority to do theſe 
ings as immediately from God, as the Civil Magiſtrate has his. For 
t was not to the Civil Magiſtrate, but to them that our Saviour (aid, Go 
e into all the World, andpreach the Goſpel to every Creature; Mat. 16. 
5, "Twas to them, (that is, only to his Apoſtles, and their Succeſſors 
nthe Miniſtry of the Goſpel by lawful Ordination) that he faid, Ge, 
nd Diſciple all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, 
nd of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt ; teaching them to obſerve al 
hings whatſoever I have commanded you; and ls am with you alway, 
ven unto the Endof the Word, Mat, 28. 19, 20. Twas to them that 


me It 
the Ma 


his doe gave in command to do after his Deceaſe, and to continue to do 
his ; oÞntil his ſecond Coming, what he himſelf had juſt then before done, 
call d hen He took Bread and bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave zit tothe Di- 
on Sul iples, and ſard, Take, eat, this uw my Body; and when he took the Cup, 
ver; bnd gave thanks, and gave it to them, ſaying, Drink ye allof it ; for 
ey can his 1s my Blood of the New Teſtament, which is ſhed for many for the Re- 
bo ſoe viene, Sins. Mar. 2.2. 26, 27, 28. And laltly, twas to hem that he 


oſtle, aid, As my Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſent 1 you ; whoſe ſoever Sins 
this aft remit, they are remitted unto them, and whoſe ſocwer Sins ye retain 
ards Gift) are retained, Joh. 20. 21, 22. 

Well, but what if the Civil Magiſtrate will take upon him to do theſe 
hat is, Wings in Perſon ? Or what if be ſhould preſume, by his own Authority 
ex othealy, to command or Commuſſion others, not qualiffed by lawful Ordi- 
ne highhation, to do them ? 

1 act wif | anſwer, He may do ſo, if he vill; for who ſhould hinder him; But 
| to do What he docs of this Kind, being cone without ſuffcient Authority, mult 
88 | certainly 
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m ſure if he believes the truth of thoſe Hiſtories, he'll have but lirtk 
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5 . 
certainly be done without Effect. He may do ſo, if he will, and if he 
that does ſo be the Supreme Magiſtrate of all, there is no Power upon 
Earth that I know of to correct or puniſh him for his Fault; Bur He 
that is hig ber than the hig heſt regardeth, and there be higher than 
they; Eecl. 5. 8. There is certainly a Power above that both can and will 
puniſh Offenders, tho? they be of the higheſt Rank, and mighty Men ſhalt 
be mightily tormented, , 

He may therefore, if he pleaſes, ſay to the Prieſts, as Cora/ and bi 
Company did to Moſes and Aaron, Te take to much upon you, ſeeing all 
the Congregation are holy, every one of them, and the Lord is among. 
them; wherefore then lift ye up your ſelves above the Congregation 0 
the Lord? Num. 16. 3, Or he may, as King Saul did, uſurp the Prieft's 
Office, when {after a long waiting for Samuel to no Purpoſe) he him. 


ſelf Offered a Burnt Offering, 1 Sam. 13, 9. thinking himſelf, (has heh. 
ſaid) under a Sort of Neceſſity of Doing it, becauſe of his preſent Di. 
ſtreſs; and as was done by King Uzziah afterwards, when he went into 
the Temple of the a to burn Tucenſe upon the Alter of Incenſe. 2, 


Chron. 26. 16. Or lattly, He may do as King Ferobvam did, who made 
or conſecrated by his own Authority only, Prieſts of the lowef of the Pes. 
ple, which were not of the Sons of Levi; 1 Kings 12, 31. 13. 33. But 


Encouragement to follow thoſe Examples; Elpecially, it he conſiders far. 3 ˖ 
ther, that all that do the like things, are guilty before God of the like or 
Fault, tho' they main't be always alike puniſh'd for it in this World. het 

The Magittrate then has his Authority from God, He : the Miniſter, ( 
of God; and fo have likewiſe the Diſpenſers of his Holy Word and Sa. 
craments ; They, as to the Spiritual Powers which they are entrafted.., 
with, are nor the Servants of the State, bat rhe Miniſter of Jeſuſpiſc 


Chrif. | . [ele 
There is therefore no ſuch Abſurdity as ſome would make us believe F . 


in To diſtincts Powers, within the ſame State or Nation, fo much iade ne 


pendent on each other as theſe are ſuppos'd to be. Neither, methinks 


ſhould the Nation of it in this Cafe ſeem at all ſtrange or uncourhyy y 
when ?cis no more than we ſce every Day in other Inftances. For do no... 
the Mayors or other Chief Magiſtrates, in every City and Corporations v 


withia this Kingdom, act, all alike, by Commiſſion from the Q E ENMPear 
as Sovereign over all, without deriving any Authority trom one ànoſng 
ther ? And within the ſame City, does not the ſame Sovereign Powe. 
grant divers Commiſſions to divers Perſons, for divers Purpoſes; to eino 


very One ot which, all the Inhabitants of that City are bound to be uch 
SubjeRion ? And do not all the Perſons ſo Commiſſion d move and acftitu 
each in his proper Sphare, without more Dependance on each other than. 1; 
the Sovereign is pleas'd to contrive and order? What more AbſurditÞ, 1 
then is there, in a King's diſcharging the King's Duty, and a Prieſt's hh, 
Prie(t's ſuppoſing that neither ot them does receive his Authority tron a; 
the other, but both from God. | 
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11 
r be Neicher can any ſuch Publick inconvenience as ſome imagine (or at 
upon ,t would make other People apprehend) ever tollow form the Efta- 
it He Huimment of Two ſuch Indeperdent) Powers; upon Suppofition that 
ey both receive their proper Anthority from a Pover that is Superior 
» them both, and that they are both ſubject to his Regulation ard Cor- 
tion; provided alſo that both theſe fubordinate Powers do keep with- 
the Bounds of their proper Commiſſions? And if they do nor, He, by A 
hoſe Authority they both act, and who is Superior ro them both knows = 
ow to lay the Blame where che Fault lies, and is able ro maintain his | 


mn; vn Supreme Authority over them both. For we ſee the ſame thing eve- . 
on Y y Day in other Inſtances; Every City, every Town has its proper Offcers, 3 
_ nd choſe of various ſorts, and to varidus Purpoſes; but nevertheleſs, E 

im 


aving all of them their Authority from the ſame Sovereign Power of 
e State, and every one of them having his proper Buſineſs aſſign'd 
im, they all move regularly, every own in his proper Sphere, with- 
ur giving one another any manner of Diſturbance. And therefore (v5 
uſe. -Wkewiſe may the Civil Magiſtrate, and the Miniſter of rhe Goſpel do, 
hough they have neirher of them their Commiſſion from the other, but 
2th from God: Nay, ſo they mult do, if they both act within the 
ounds of their reſpective Commiſſions; for their Commiſſions are of 


litt erent kinds, and to quite different Purpoſcs ; their Buſineſſes do no 


rs far- ays interfere with, or hinder each other, but rather quite otherwile, : 
he like or the prieſt's Power is no Domination at all to the King's; nay it ra- S 
ld, her tends ro eſtabliſh it; it being one thing (among others) given hun 3 
inifte Charge by God, to pur the People ix Mind ts be ſubje& to Princips- Z 
nd Sa tie, and Powers, and to obey Maxifrates ; Tit. 3. 1. | And, on the 4 
truſte ther Side, the Kingly Power is no Hindrance at all to the Prieſt in the : 
Jeſu diſcharge of his Miaiſteral Office; It may be, and ir oiteritimes is, very 3 

; telpful and aſſiſtant to him therein; it is always ſo, when according to 1 
welieve*Mhe Promiſe of God made long ago to his Church, (and which we have 1 
h iade he happineſs to ſec it verify'd among us) K:nge are her Nurſing Fathers, 1 
thinks Queens her Nurſing Mothers, lia 49. 23. — 
xcoutll well, but what if theſe two Powers ſhould claſh? would not that be 2 4 
do * great lnconvenlence? 1 
oration Yes moſt certainly; And ſo it would be, in any Kingdom, in any 3 
E E NPPeate, in any City, if the Subordinare Magiſtrates and Otiicers, all act- : 
de an0Wing by the Sovereign's Commiſſion and who had every one their ſeve- 


Povel Offices aſſign'd them, ſhould claſh, or ſhould encrozch upon one 
; to *Wnother, But the poſſibility of ſuch an Inconvenience's happening from 
to be Much a Conſtituiton, is no Reaſon why Things (ſhould not be { Con - 
ind act ituted; becauſe however otherwiſe they are ordered, they would i 
er thaſpe liible ro ſome Inconvenience or other, from rhe irregular Lens and 
b{urditWPalions of Men; much leſs is it an Argument and Proot, againit Fatt, 
e(t's chi har they ate not ſo Conſtituted. And in cale this hond happen, ul 
ry fro a; was ſaid before) there is a Remedy; for it being ſuppoſed that all 

hs ſubordinare Officers are Subject to one Supreme Pow:r, he will 
Neith: : knows 


ww — 4 | 5 —_— ( & -, Pau 


— 


a 


n 


eng Loa £4 


bu. 


1 


— — 1 — 


] 


| gu 


12) 
& know where to lay the Blame, and will be able to puniſh the Offender 
+ whoeycr he be, that dares to aſſume or exerciſe an Authority that wa 
not granted him. | 
But let us ſee however, at laſt, what would be the Conſequence, in 
Cafe the Civil and Eccleſiaſtical Officer, under God, the Sovereign Lordi 
> of all, ſhould claſh or interfere ; or ſhould either of them enceoach up. 
da the other; and let us ſ:ewhar, in that Caſe, wonld be to be done, by 
the one, or "by the other of them; or by the Teoples ſuppoſed to be 
ſubject to them both. 
$ Suppoſe then, Firſt, that the Prieſt, as ſuch, takes upon him to ad 
as a Civil Magiſtrate, What muſt be ſaid in this Caſe, is, that molt cer: 
NJ tainly, he's highly to blame for his ſo doing; there being plainly no ſuck 
F Power within his Commiſſion, as a Prieſt. For it the Kingdom of ou 
Lord Jeſas Chriſt, who is Head over all thiugs to the Charch, was not 
as himſclf own'd, of thi: World; mach leſs can that of his Niniſters by 
fo, Eph. 1, 22. John 18. 26. 
The Remeny therefore of this Inconvenience is very obvious; an( 
the Civil Aagiſtrate has ic in his own Power. For ſeeing the Man Wai 
| not, by his being ordain'd a Prieſt, diſcharg'd from his Allegiance to h 
JD W Sovereign, nor made leſs ſubject to him than he was before; the Princ 
+ has ſtill full Power over him, to deal with him juſt as he would, or might 
do with any other of his Subjects that was guilty of the like Crime; Hi 
may amerce, he may impriſon him, He may (if his Offence be what thi 
Law has made capital) condemn him to Death; and will be juſtify'd be 
fore God, and in his own Conſcience for ſo Doing, Nay he would be t 
blame if he ſhould nor do ſo: For he beareth not the Sword in vain 
but is 4 Re venger to Execute Wrath upon him GWE 42 he be 
S t#har doth Evil. 
f Or pat Cale, Seconaly, that the Prince takes upon him, in Virrve ( 
bois Sovereign Authority, wholly co prohibit the Prieſts in che Exereiſe 
A 


c r 


their Miaiſterial Ofnce; that he forbids them to Preach the Goſpel with 

m his Dominion, to Baptize any of his Subjects, to hold any Aflembl; 

for Chriſtian Worthip, or the like; the conſequence of this would be 
that the Prieſts, the Miniſter of Jeſs Chriſt, being not of Men, neith! 
>> by Man, but * Feſus Chriſt, and God the Father who raiſed bim fro 
zhe dead, Gal. 4. 1. would be ſtill bound to go on in the Doing of the 

y Duty; and if thereupon he ſhould queſt ion them for their Diſobedien 
ro his Order, it would be their Part to ſay, as the Apoſtles did in the li 
Caſe to the Rulers of the Jews, Whether it be right in the Sight of G 

t hearken unto you more than unto Goa judge ye: As 4. 19. And 
after this he (ſhould proceed farther to puniſh them for it, it would che 

* be their Duty to behave themſelvbs as the Apoſtles likewiſe did in th 
Cale ; that is, to ſuffer meckly and quierly, che Confiſcation of * 

* Goods. the imndfoament of their Perſons, or even Death it ſelf; 


ender, 


2 ie, happy are ye, and be not afraid of their Terror, niither be tron- 


ed ; 1 Pet. 3. 14. And again, Let them that ſuffer according to the 
ill of God, commit the keeping of their Souls to him in wel-aving, as 
to a faithful Creator. ( 4.19 ) 

Or let it be ſuppos d farther, Thirdly, That the Prince ( whcther with 
without a Prohibition to the lawfully ordain'd Minifters of the Goſpel ) 
kes upon himfelf to exerciſe their proper Office ; or, by Virtue of his 
ppreme Authority oyer all, to appoint others, not lawfully ordain d, te 
rform it; what would be the Conſequence of this? And what would 
the Prieſt's Duty in this Caſe ? 

| Anſwer, the Conſequence would be that ( as was ſaid before) there 
uld be a perfect Nullity in every thing that the Prince did of this K ad; 
d the Prieſt's Duty in this Caſe would be, to remonſtrate to the Prince 
the moſt decent and reſpectful Manner, the Ualawfulaeſs of ſuch his 
tempt ; nay, and to withſtand him too, with ſuch a fort of Force as 
e moſt Dutiful Son might uſe to reſtrain and hold back his Father from 
nning into a Fare, or falling into a Pit; as the Prieſts of the Temple 
d, when their King went into the Temple of the Lord, to burn Incenſe, 
on the Altar of Incenſe, They went in after him, ſays the Text, aud | 
thlood Uzziah the King, and ſaid unto him, it appartaineth not un- 3 
thee, to burn Incenſe unto the Lord, but to the Priefts, the Sons of : 
ron, that are conſecrated ts burn Incenſe ; Go out of the Sanfuary, 
thou haſt treſpaſſed, neither ſhall it be for thine Honour from the 
d, 2 Chron. 26. 16. 17, 18, Thus much, I ſay, the Prieſts may ſay 
d do; But if by all this the Prince will not be reſtrained from his Sa- 
Wy legious Attempt, I know nothing more that they can lawfully do; but 
rac Wy to refer the Matter to the Judgment of God; who did in that Caſe 
Uzziah ſufficiently vindicate the Honour;of his own Inſtitution ; and 
| always de fo, in fuch.manner as to his Infinite Wiſdom ſhall ſeem 
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Or Laſtly, ( for I think this is the only Caſe different from the Three 
mer that can be put) let it be ſuppos'd that theſe Two Powers do direct 


But why not ? Why not a Prinee and a Prieſt, each acting by Commill: + 


bt . from God, as well ag a Prince and a Father, to both whom the ſame Per- 


'ould ' Yorder contrary things. And here the Queſtion will be, How the People 
elt bo are ſuppos'd to be ſubjeQ to both theſe Powers) ought in that Caſe þ 
um chave themſelves, And the Impoſſibility of the Peoples obſerving both 9 
g of thai Orders, is mightily urged as an unanſwerable Argument that theft . 
* t be Two ſuch Independent Powers within the ſame State or Nation. | T 
3 


as a Subject to one, and as a Son to the other, is oblig'd by the Law of 
ould ¹ to yield Obedience ? For neither does the Prince receive his Kingly 
din thſp er of this Perſon from the Father ; nor does the Father receive his 
of the herly Power over him from the Prince; but both have their ſeveral and 
elf 3 *Kicdive Powers over him by Divine Infticution ; And tis as poſſible that 
Prince and the Father ſhould order contrary things, as that the Prince 
the Prieſt ſnould do ſo ; Ler them theretore who male this ſuch z 
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wonderful Difficulty, ſay, what the Son is to do in that Caſe, and the 
they will readily diſcern what the Subject it to do in this. 

Now 2tis certain that no Law of the State can wholly vacate the Fathe 
Authority over his Son, fo as to make it Jawful in the general for a $, 
to diſobey his Father; and yet, the Father himſelf being a Subject of: 
State, the Excreiſe of his Parernal-Power may be reſtrain d in; ſome; par! 

cular Inſtances, by the Laws of the State; fo as that it mayn't beilawh 
either for him to command, or for the Son at his Command to da, ſo 
particular things, which he, unle(s ſo reſtrain'd might lawfully have 
quired, and the Son, unleſs the State had forbidden N had been bam 
at his Father's Command, to have done. 

And the Caſe is the ſame hate 3 The Prieſt den 29 well as the: Ci | 
Magiſtrate, the Minifer of Ga, the Civil Magiſtrate can't vacate . 
Commiſſion. -- No Law ofthe State can make it lawful for the People 
ceny or refuſe, all Obed iondeo to cheit Spiritual Guides; to thoſe who ( 
the Apoſtle expreiſes it) are mv r them in the (Lord 5 1 Tbeſ. 5. 12. . 
that would be to make void a Law of God commanding the People ( 
obey them that have the Raule ouer them, and to, ſubmit themſel vi 
Heb. 13. 17. But then he Miniſters of Chrift being themſelves (no 1 
than the People committed to their Charge) oblig'd to be ſabje#.t9 Prifffh, 
cipalities and Powers, and t0 obey, Magi irates;'{ Let every Sou be f 
et to the hig ber Powers) it plainly follows, that their Power apd 
thority over their People, thongh, as to its Original, (that is, as 
deriy'd immediately from Gad) it may be ſaid toibè Coordinate? with 
Magiſtrate's; yet as to the Exerciſe of it, in ſome Particulars, is ſux 
dinate therets!: and ſubject to ſuck Regulations 25 are awfully preleriſþ. 
thereby, ” N 

And therefore in a Chriſtian! Kingdom or Stite 0 ind I have no O 
fon now to conſider any ether (Cate ) the Prieft;:.the* MiniBer: of I 12 
Chriſt, can't in Oppoſition to the Supreme Power of the Nation, lay. 
thing as a Dery on the Conſciences of the People, but what he can pr ec 
to be fo from that Goſpel of Ci, of which he is ordain'd a Mit bl. 
But the Supreme Magiſtrate's Authority, even in Religious as we as 
vil Cafes, is more Extenhve:-the proper Sobjuct Matter of his powe,c. 
vrhatſoc ver God has given no Order about. ond way. dr t' other; And 
very Law of his is good and binding to all his Sabjedts, which is not c 
trary ro 2 Divine Law, | Act 

So that to know whoſe Order is to be obſerv d in Caſe they mould nd 
der contrary things, the ſingle Point to be conſider' d, is, whether 
Matter about #kich the) do give out different or contrary Orders 
thing which the Law of God has given any Direction about, or not: 6 
If it be” there's no Qusſtion to be made, but that the Direction give 


5 . on 
bout it by God him{elt s to be punctually obſery'd, whatſoever he be i 
orders the contrtry: And on the other Side, if ir be a Matter about wi = 


the Law of God has givi'n' no direction there's rio more Doubt to be 


(5 
ſe even the Prieſt himſelf; is fubject to the Prince in all ſuch things; 
4 if he himſelf can't be juſtify d in Difobeying any ſuch Order of the 


te, much leſs can any Order of his — others in the like Diſobe- 
ra $0 ICE, 


And now, ha vi ing ſpoken ſofficiently ( as 1 ſuppoſe) of the Divine * 
ation of Magiſtracy; which was the firſt Point I was to ſpeak to; 
puld proceed to ſpeak ſomewhat of the other; vix. 

II. The gracious Deſign of its Inſtitution ; He i the Minifter of God 
ave | theo for Good. 

ind here it would be eaſy, if I had now Time for it, to ſhew, both 
t the Good of the People was the Deſign of God in his Appointment 
Magiſtrares; and alſo that this Deſign of God is very well anſwer' d; 
t it is indeed much for the Peoples Good that they are thus put in Sub- 
ion to the Power of the Magiſtrates; that they do indeed lead their 
es here more quietly and comfortably under the reſtraint of Govern- 
nt, than they could poſſibly do without it, in Caſe ( and that would be 


eopleſ Caſe then ) every Man might do what was right in his own Eyes. 
nſel uad from the Conſideration of both theſe things ic would be eaſy to 
g _— y, by way of Inference, both the Magiſtrate's and the Subjects Duty, 
4 Pr 


Wh Regard co each other, 'For 


4 be . If the Magiſtrate was ordain'd for the Good of the People, and this 
ape | the Defign of God in appinting him to his high Office ; then this 
is, as ought to be his Deſign in the Adminiſtration and Execution of it, Ir 


"Wit needs therefore be his Duty, to the utmoſt of his Power, to defend 
is Un from violence, to protect them in their Rights, to preſerve them 
preleupeace; neither to oppreſs them himſelf, nor to ſuffer them to be op- 
gd by thoſe that are put in Authority under him; And, in a Word, 
HY 1 promote all the Ways he can, both their Spiritual and their Temporal 
are. 
1, I. . If it be for the Good of the People t hemſelues that they are put in 
can pt 1120 ro Magiſtrates, then it is plainly their Duty, and a very rea- 
Mit 1 one too, to be contented and well pleas'd with their Lot of Sub- 
„elf as Won: And not only ſo, but likewiſe with all Willingneſs and Cheer- 
go your yY to yield ſuch Obedience and Submiſſion to their Governours as is 
r; And; and to make them the belt Returns they are able for the great ge- 
is not s which they receive from their Care and Labour, by a moſt thank- 
\cknowledgement of the ſame, 


(houleW. 1 if I was ſpeaking to this Point, in any other Place but this, eſpe- 
wry ud on this Day of Your Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to your Throne, it 
rs 


d be an unpardonable Omiſſion not to take particular notice of our 
r not: Happineſs in this preſent Reign; or not to ſhew the manifold Obli- 
on gwahon that we and all your Majeſty's Subjects are under, both ro accept 
r he be al Thankfulneſs the many and great Benefits we receive from, and 
about v now long enjoy'd under, your Majeſty's moſt gracious and auſpicious 
© to be ernment, and alſo to make the beſt Returns we can for the ſame, in 
prieſt 3% a duriful ReſpeR to your Majeſty's Perſon, and ſach a willing Obedi- 
ence 
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and Protection; above all things to return their hearty Thanks to Al. 


it in the Hand of the Lord, as the Rivers of Vater; He turneth it wi 
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ern „ 
(16) 8 
ence to your Majeſty's Commands, as are fit to be paid by the moſt ob- 
liged People to the belt of Princes. 

3. Laſtly; The good of the People being the chief thing defign'd by 
God in his Inſtitution of Government; and it being alſo what, by God's 
Bleſſing on his on Inſtiturion, is always (even under the worſt conſti- 
tuted, and under the worſt manag d Government) in good Meaſure and 
Degree procur'd thereby; muſt it needs be farther incumbent on Subjedy, 
in Conſideration of the Benefits they receive from the Magiſtrate's Care 


14 
* 
« n 
N N 


mighty God for this great Bleſſing ; becauſe in truth it is from God, ag 
the Fountain, that all good things do come; by whoſoever Hand, or by 
whatſoever means, they are convey'd to Men; and likewiſe to put op 
cooſtantly their humble Petitions to the ſame Almighty Being, tor the 
Continuance of this Bleſſing ; becauſe, as Solomon iays, The King's heart 


therſoever he wil, Prov. 21. 1. And to both theſe Duties we are exhort 
ed by the Apoſile, 1 Tim. 2. 1. 1 exhort——=that fir of all, Supplies 
tions, Prayers, Interceſſions and Giving of Thanks le made for ——= King 
and for all that are in Authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceab| 
Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſty. 

But I have not Time now to proſecute theſe Points, nor ſo much as t 
mention ſeveral other things which might be uſefully obſerv'd an ſpoke 
to upon this Occaſion, | | 

I ſhall therefore conclude all with a good Collect of our Church; cor 
taining, I think, the moſt proper Application I could make of this whol 
Diſcour le, 


Almighty God, whoſe Kingdom is everlaſting and Power infinitt 
Have Mercy upon the whole Church ; and fo rule the Heart of ti 
choſen Servant A NN E our Queen and Governonur, that She (kA 
ing whoſe Miniſter foe is ) may above al things ſeek thy Homes 
and Glory; and that we and all her Subje#s, (duely confiderin 
whoſe Authority ſhe hath ) may faithfully ſerve, honour, and hu 
bly obey her, in thee, and for the according to thy bleſſed Word an 
Ordinance ; thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who with thee and t| 
Holy Ghoſt li vet h and reigneth ever One God, World without End 
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